Fighting for Peace in Wartime Germany
labour movement had been in vain, I urged Haase,
Kautsky, and Bernstein to act immediately. It was
plainly our duty to voice the will for peace of the
starving millions. I knew their situation, for I myself
had known hunger. Of course, I had a good income
and could have afforded to pay any price for " boot-
leg " foodstuff. But I would not buy any of it. I
would have felt ashamed to go to the meetings of the
hungry workers and, well-fed, sit among them and
discuss their problems and their sufferings.
Many workers declared their solidarity with their
expelled leaders. A new political organization had to
be created. The leaders in Berlin had inevitably to
recognize this. They finally did. At Easter, 1917, a
convention was called in the venerable medieval city
of Gotha in Thtiringen, for which old Wilhelm Bock,
a highly respected leader of the Leather Workers
Union, was a member of the Reichstag. Wilhelm had
known at first hand Bismarck's law against socialism
and was a tested fighter. Once when we had him as
a speaker he told of his activity under Bismarck's law
and of the way he had many times fooled the police.
He gave some useful hints for our anti-war work.
Bock had succeeded in organizing the convention
which, in spite of the state of siege, was to become
the founding congress of the Independent Social
Democratic party of Germany (Unabhangige Sozial-
demokratische Partei Deutschlands). The best minds
of the German labour movement were with us.
Besides Haase, Kautsky, Bernstein, and Bock, there
was Kurt Eisner, the poet, the kindest and at the same
time the most courageous of men, who went to jail
for his anti-war conviction. Clara Zetkin, of course,
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